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is to be hoped that ultimately they may be gathered
into a single collection and presented to the London
Museum where they would, I believe, be welcome and
fittingly housed as memorials in the theatrical history
of the Metropolis.1

It will be seen, then, that our Vacation plays, as far
as costumes were concerned, had a distinction and
beauty for which we were indebted to the great gener-
osity of the "Guv'nor." As time went on and our
Vacation Tours became yearly events, our old friend,
Loveday, delicately suggested that we ought to provide
our own wardrobes. This added further interest to
our preparations for forthcoming ventures during the
Lyceum Vacations. Authorities in historical costume
had to be consulted, museums visited, designs made,
materials searched for, such old costumes as fell within
the scope of our purse purchased and, if necessary,
adapted. This was delightful occupation: moreover,
about that time my wife had a marvellous windfall.
The Princess Murat had left a request in her will that
Sir Henry should select some " deserving young actress "
to whom her wardrobe should be given. Sir Henry
chose my wife, and two huge baskets arrived in Cock-
spur Street one day, to unpack which was a delirium.
Elaborate silk fronts for costumes which had never
been worn, embroidered with pearls and exquisitely
coloured designs, costly furs and velvet coats were
unfolded before our astonished eyes. Many of these
garments, coming at so providential a moment, were
converted into costumes for our coming tours, and
Madame de Silva's old court trains, too, again swept
the floors of royal and princely interiors, though now
those of Baptista in Verona and the Escurial of Philip
in Madrid instead of those of Queen Victoria in
Buckingham Palace. Of course, we carried no scenery
of our own and it must be admitted that some of the
royal and princely interiors were sorry affairs. The

e this book is in the Press comes news that Mr. H. B. Irving, Miss
r T?*g an.d,Mr- Tom Heslewood have presented many of these costumes
to the Memorial Library at Stratford-on-Avon.